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Dr. Protopopova’s new teaching and research space in action

UBC students tackling big questions in animal welfare
Dr. Sasha Protopopova (NSERC/BC SPCA Industrial
Research Chair in Companion Animal Welfare)
and her students have been especially hard at
work these last few months. Aside from opening
a new teaching and research space in companion
dog cognition, welcoming a Visiting Professor
from Poland and a Post-Doctoral Fellow from
Argentina, the graduate students have focused
research activities on understanding public
attitudes towards crucial issues in animal welfare,
understanding individual animal needs and
interests, and researching and creating outreach
materials to provide guidance for animal shelters.
Bailey Eagan, PhD student, is currently collecting
data from veterinarians and animal shelter staff
to better understand their attitudes and current
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practices in prescribing anti-anxiety medications
to companion animals entering shelters. Bailey has
also developed several outreach projects, creating
a simple poster describing the BC SPCA behaviour
modification program for fearful cats, to help other
shelters expand on the success of these BC SPCA
programs.
Amin Azadian, a PhD student, is currently asking
dog owners to conduct a simple behavioural
learning assessment over Zoom to discover
individual differences in dog learning. Lexis Ly, a
PhD student, has several on-going projects looking
at animal sheltering data and systems — she is
looking at the utility of self-rehoming websites,
accuracy of data input into shelter software, and
screening practices of shelter staff of adopters.

Toni Hou, an MSc student, is currently conducting
a study that is evaluating individual preferences
for particular enrichment activities (such as play
or a walk) of dogs living in a shelter. These data
aim to show how we can ask individual animals
for their needs rather than rely on standardized
enrichment programs.
Dr. Protopopova is also supervising an
undergraduate student who is expanding
our areas of research into a new species - the
companion horse. With the interest in positive
reinforcement training, horse owners are
interested in how to use food rewards. Her
undergraduate thesis will uncover whether horses
prefer to be rewarded with a variety of treats,
rather than the same treat over and over.
Thank you to the Margaret Rothweiler Charitable
Foundation for their support of companion animal
research.

fireworks displays, prohibit the breeding,
keeping, exhibition or display of exotic animals,
prohibit the feeding of wildlife, require proper
management and storage of wildlife attractants,
and require minimum standards of animal care. In
addition, local governments can allocate public
space and funding for the development of safe,
accessible off-leash dog parks and advocate that
the provincial government improve the availability
and affordability of pet-friendly housing.
The power of local governments, both in their own
community and across the province as a whole,
has been demonstrated by opposition to the use
of deadly rodenticides. After thousands of British
Columbians wrote to their councils in response to
the BC SPCA’s 2020 rodenticide campaign, over
20 cities, towns and districts passed motions to
ban rodenticide use on municipal property.
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Animal Policy
Local government elections an opportunity
to advance animal welfare
The recent local government elections presented
an important opportunity for British Columbians
to positively impact animal welfare at the level
closest to home – through their municipality or
regional district.
Although many people assume that federal and
provincial governments are solely responsible
for animal welfare through the Criminal Code or
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, local
governments can play a key role in many welfare
issues. In September and October, the BC SPCA
asked British Columbians to engage with their
local candidates during the campaign period to
gauge their stance on animal welfare, and to let
candidates know that animal welfare would be a
deciding factor in how they voted in October.
Among a variety of other powers, local
government can adopt bylaws to regulate

In response to this pressure from municipalities,
the provincial government announced in 2021
that it would temporarily prohibit the sale and use
of second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides.
In the spring of 2022, the provincial government
sought public comment on their Integrated Pest
Management Regulation Rodenticide Intentions
Paper, and is now considering those comments
and potential amendments to the regulation.
These changes, which started at the local level,
have already prevented the suffering and cruel
death of rodents and other animals including
owls, eagles, raccoons, coyotes and domestic
cats and dogs. Similar changes could be made if
local councils adopt improved bylaws when called
to action by their communities.
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The BC SPCA will be sharing the results of an
animal welfare priorities survey with new councils
across the Province, and providing resources to
help them develop and adopt better bylaws.

Farm Animal Welfare
Chickens can be good neighbours
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We encourage everyone to continue
communicating with their local government on
the importance of animal welfare so we can work
together to make our communities safer, more
caring places for animals and people.

BC SPCA launches new model bylaw
search tool
Bylaws are an important means of addressing
animal welfare concerns at the community level.
They allow municipalities, regional districts, and
First Nations to tackle a diverse range of issues
such as animal control, cat roaming, exotic pets,
wildlife feeding, and backyard chickens. However,
with so many different bylaws out there, it can be
difficult to know which ones are best.
In response, the BC SPCA has launched an online
tool to help the public and local governments find
examples of progressive animal-related bylaws.
People can easily look them up by species or by
purpose, or just type in their own keywords.
The database for the search tool is informed
by an ongoing comprehensive review of all
animal bylaws in the province. Those pertaining
to pets, farm animals, and wildlife are being
systematically analyzed to identify standout
examples that have animal welfare top of mind.
The Science & Policy team welcomes you to use
and share this link with people who are looking
to make bylaw changes in their own communities
but are not sure where to start. We will continue
to grow the database over time as more model
animal bylaws are passed. The search tool is now
available at: spca.bc.ca/animalbylaws
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Municipalities where hens can be kept must
design bylaws to ensure chickens, their
guardians, and neighbours coexist peacefully.
Interest in keeping backyard hens continues to
rise, spurred on by people staying close to home,
interest in knowing where their food comes from,
and the rising cost of groceries. Laying hens
can be a great addition to a family. But like any
animal, it’s important to ensure guardians are
prepared and equipped to meet their needs.
It’s important to provide hens with a welldesigned space where they can perform their
natural behaviours, such as perching, dustbathing, foraging, and egg-laying. At the same
time, coops and pens must be designed to
keep hens safely contained and protected
from predators. Additionally, the sounds and
smells associated with chicken keeping must be
controlled in order to keep neighbours happy.
Balancing the needs of the community and
the chickens can be tricky, but there are
municipalities who have been successful and
other communities can follow their lead when
creating or updating backyard hen bylaws. We
have collected some of the best backyard chicken
bylaws in the province, check them out at:
spca.bc.ca/animalbylaws

Wild Animal Welfare
Wildlife feeding does more harm than help
In B.C. we are fortunate to share our urban
centres, parks, and wilderness areas with wildlife
— the trick is to share these spaces respectfully
and minimize potential conflict. One of the ways
people can do this is to ensure they are not
interfering with the natural behaviours of wild
animals.
While feeding wildlife may seem like an enjoyable
way to connect with nature, in reality it is a
recipe for unhealthy animals, disease spread,
and increased human-wildlife conflict. The BC
SPCA is generally opposed to the feeding of wild
animals – whether intentional or unintentional –
and encourages municipalities to adopt bylaws
that prohibit intentional wildlife feeding and
encourage the management of wildlife attractants
as unintentional food sources.
The BC SPCA recognizes that backyard bird
feeding is a popular activity, though it carries
risks, and recommends only providing feeders
during harsh winter conditions when natural food
sources are less abundant (and in the absence
of avian influenza outbreaks). During warmer
months, native plants, well-managed bird baths,
and bird houses can attract birds naturally and
maintain a healthy environment for wildlife.
Municipalities can help by adopting bylaws to
prevent wildlife feeding, and constituents can
encourage them to do so. Find current best
practice bylaws to prevent conflicts at:
spca.bc.ca/animalbylaws

Companion Animal Welfare
Why do dog training methods matter?
Much is written and said about dog training
methods. That is why science-backed information
about humane dog training, the problems with
aversive methods, and the benefits of rewardbased training are worth noting and sharing.

That is exactly the topic of Mind Your Manners:
Why Dog Training Methods Matter, published
recently in the Summer 2022 edition of West
Coast Veterinarian magazine.
The article, co-authored by Nicole Fenwick,
M.Sc., manager, research & standards at the BC
SPCA, and Dr. Karen van Haaften, DVM, DACVB,
is a must-read for anyone interested in the
science behind dog training, dog welfare, and
how veterinarians can help dog guardians make
informed choices about training methods. Read
the article at:
animalkind.ca/west-coast-veterinarian-trainingmethods-matter/

Meet the Science & Policy team:
Government Relations
The BC SPCA’s Science and Policy Division has
expanded to include Government Relations
along with the Wild Animal Welfare, AnimalKind,
Companion Animal Welfare and Farm Animal
Welfare teams.
Sarah Herring joined the
BC SPCA in the summer
of 2022. After a 15-year
career as an urban and
rural planner, working
as a consultant and with
local governments in
three provinces, Sarah
shifted her focus and
started a second career
in communications and
government relations. As
the BC SPCA Government
Relations Officer, Sarah combines her experience
in communications, stakeholder engagement
and project management with a long history
in animal welfare volunteering. Sarah works to
coordinate and foster the BC SPCA’s relationships
with government officials and staff at the local,
provincial and federal level.
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