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Companion animal welfare research highlights from UBC
Dr. Sasha Protopopova’s (NSERC/BC SPCA 
Industrial Research Chair in Companion Animal 
Welfare) lab is reaching a new milestone this year, 
with the first two MSc students set to defend their 
theses this spring. Kai von Rentzell is finalizing his 
research on international dog rescue organizations, 
to understand their perspectives, motives and 
life experiences, and potential implications 
for Canadian sheltering practices. Toni Hou’s 
research will generate a step-by-step program 
by which shelter volunteers and staff can learn 
about individual dogs’ preferences for enrichment 
activities while in care.   

Bailey Eagan (PhD student) is researching 
behaviour and welfare interventions to help fearful 
animals most at risk in animal shelters, such as 

cats from hoarding environments. Veterinarian 
Amin Azadian (PhD student) is studying canine 
cognition focused on individual behavioural 
variations in domestic dogs, and aims to identify 
interrelationships between behaviour and 
physiological processes. Dr. Camila Cavalli, a 
postdoctoral fellow, will be using the Human-
Animal Interaction Lab for a study on therapy dogs. 
This research will be the lab’s first to focus on 
various handling styles of owners of therapy dogs, 
and their effects on dog and child behaviour.

Lexis Ly (PhD student) is working on a number 
of projects that help understand the alignment 
of animal shelter services with the needs of 
community members, including understanding 
the use of self-rehoming websites to divert animal 

Human-Animal Interaction Lab now open to study canine cognition
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intake from shelters. An undergraduate student 
is assisting Lexis looking into the emotional 
impacts of, and attitudes toward, self-rehoming 
and surrendering pets to shelters. Continuing 
the lab’s work with the Downtown Eastside and 
accessibility to pet care, another undergraduate 
student is taking on a survey-based project to 
see how stigma surrounding owner drug use may 
impact seeking emergency care for their pets. 

Companion rabbit welfare will continue to be a 
growing emphasis for Dr. Protopopova for the 
next few years. 

Companion Animal Welfare

The lab expects to welcome a new MSc student 
in the fall to build on current undergraduate 
research observing the behaviour of companion 
rabbits in the presence and absence of human 
interaction at a Bunny Café. A second MSc 
student will also be starting in the fall to study 
dog welfare challenges in commercial breeding 
settings to improve their care and support 
adoption. 

Thank you to the Margaret Rothweiler Charitable 
Foundation for their support of companion animal 
welfare research. 

From Five Freedoms to Five Domains: Updating how we think about animal welfare

The Five Freedoms have greatly influenced animal welfare thinking since the 1960s, when they 
were first introduced as recommendations for improving the welfare of animals kept on farms. In 
the decades following, they have been adapted for use in a multitude of contexts, from zoos to 
laboratories to our very homes, both here and around the world. 

While the impact of the Five Freedoms cannot be overstated, they came about at a time when our 
primary focus was on minimizing animal suffering. Although this remains an important goal to this 
day, of course, we are now realizing the limitations of such a narrow view of animal welfare. Does the 
absence of distress, for instance, automatically mean that an animal feels good? 
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Translating science into on farm standards 
for goats

Farm Animal Welfare

In B.C., dog daycare and walking, pet boarding 
and grooming are unregulated, which means 
anyone can open a boarding facility, grooming 
salon, or run a dog daycare, regardless of their 
education and experience. This leaves guardians 
unsure of who to trust and puts pets at risk of 
poor welfare conditions. 

To help find pet services that prioritize welfare 
and to support humane pet service operators, 
the BC SPCA set out to research and develop 
standards to raise the bar for animal welfare in 
these services.  

The journey towards pet services standards 
began in 2019 with a survey of B.C. dog daycares 
and kennels to learn about their practices and 
challenges. Next, 1:1 consultations with pet 
service professionals and reviews of existing 
standards and literature were completed. 
By 2021, draft standards were circulated for 
feedback to over 30 external experts, including 
academics, pet professionals, and AnimalKind 
accredited dog trainers. Then in spring 2022, 
a public comment period gathered insight and 
experiences from over 2,500 individuals.  

The BC SPCA has now published AnimalKind 
voluntary, evidence-based standards for 

Standards for unregulated pet services 

companion animal services. The standards cover 
humane care and handling for cats and dogs, 
caregiver training, size and composition for dog 
walking and daycare groups, and many other 
topics. Additional resources were produced to aid 
guardians when looking for a service and help 
professionals incorporate AnimalKind standards 
into their daily practices. Visit animalkind.ca.

Producing standards involves an investment 
of time, resources and expertise. This four-
year journey is a testament to the BC SPCA’s 
commitment to raising the bar for animal welfare 
using a proven, evidence-based approach. 

There are approximately 230,000 goats in 
Canada. Some goats are pets, but most are raised 
commercially for dairy, meat, or fibre (mohair/
wool). The recent update to the Code of Practice 
for the Care and Handling of Goats includes 
changes that will improve the welfare of goats 
across Canada. 

It has been nearly 20 years since Canada updated 
its welfare standards for raising goats. A draft 
version of the code was released to the public 
in 2021, and Canadians had the opportunity to 
review the code and suggest changes. There 
was a huge response from British Columbians 
– 72% of responses came from the province! 
The Code Development Committee reviewed 
all comments and made extensive changes to 
the final code, demonstrating the importance 
of public participation in advocating for higher 
standards of care for farmed animals. The Code 
of Practice now includes important standards 
around enrichment, space allowance, veterinary 
care, and pain control. 

Melissa Speirs, BC SPCA manager, farm animal 
welfare, represented Humane Canada on the Code 
Development Committee. 

How does the pleasure of eating a tasty treat fit 
with freedom from hunger? 

In recent years, there has been a shift away from 
the Five Freedoms towards a more comprehensive 
model of animal welfare: the Five Domains. 
The Five Domains essentially contain the same 
five elements; however, they better account for 
both the negative and the positive experiences 
an animal can have, providing us with a more 
nuanced understanding of the animal’s quality 
of life. Thus, the Five Domains can be seen as an 
evidence-based extension of the Five Freedoms. 
Stay tuned to our next issue when we break down 
each of the domains and what they mean for our 
companion animals. 

https://animalkind.ca/wp-content/uploads/AnimalKind-Companion-Animal-Services-Standards.pdf
https://animalkind.ca/wp-content/uploads/AnimalKind-Companion-Animal-Services-Standards.pdf
https://animalkind.ca/dog-training-and-care-services/pet-care-services/
https://animalkind.ca
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British Columbians taking action for animals 
have helped make the province a safer, more 
caring place for people and animals. In 2022, 
we launched 11 campaigns to help animals 
and made 17 policy submission to government, 
including:  

 � Calling on the College of Veterinarians of B.C. 
to ban ‘debarking’ dogs 

 � Petitioning the federal government for a nation-
wide ban on fireworks 

 � Raising local government awareness of their 
community’s animal welfare priorities 

 � Demanding action on the federal government’s 
promise to end the live export of horses for 
slaughter 

 � Denouncing a new rodeo in the Lower Mainland 
 � Significantly restricting the sale and use of the 

three most toxic rodenticides in B.C. 
 � Condemning the poisoning of wolves, coyotes 

and bears across Canada 
 � Supporting a federal bill to end fur farming 
 � Commenting on new national welfare 

standards for dairy cows 
 � Petitioning for video surveillance in 

slaughterhouses 

We will continue advocating for the welfare of 
animals in 2023. For more information on last 
year’s advocacy campaigns and the power of 
collective action, visit:  
spca.bc.ca/ways-to-help/take-action/ 
advocacy-year-in-review

Our Science & Policy team will also be sharing 
information and raising awareness about 
important animal welfare policy issues at 
the License Inspectors’ and Bylaw Officers’ 
Association Annual Training Conference in June, 
at the Union of BC Municipalities Convention in 
September and the Housing Central Conference in 
November. 

BC SPCA 2022 Advocacy Report

Animal Policy
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Wild Animal Welfare

As wild animals try to adapt to an ever-increasing 
human population, there’s bound to be some 
friction. Unfortunately, culls are often seen as 
the solution to conflicts with animals. From 
municipal to federal, all levels of government 
have conducted taxpayer-funded culls to try and 
address conflicts with animals like deer, geese, 
wolves and more. With the exception of targeted 
island eradications, culling is often an ineffective, 
short-term solution that results in killing animals 
year after year. 

The BC SPCA is opposed to culling animals when 
there is no evidence to support it, and/or it 
cannot be done humanely. Our primary approach 
is promoting co-existence through education, 
attractant management and habitat modification, 
with the help of progressive bylaws. 

When it comes to questions of wildlife control, we 
refer to the International Consensus Principles for 
Ethical Wildlife Control, co-authored by academic 
and industry experts around the world. 

The principles can be used as a framework to 
ensure control actions are evidence-based and 
fully consider animal welfare, effectiveness and 
community values. 

View an infographic summary of the article: 
spca.bc.ca/ethicalwildlifecontrol

The controversy of wildlife culls

https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.12896
https://spca.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Ethical-wildlife-control-infographic.pdf
https://spca.bc.ca/ways-to-help/take-action/advocacy-year-in-review/

