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TEST YOUR
SHARK SMARTS!
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Olivia, 4, raised
$80 for the
Vancouver SPCA
at her birthday
party.

(letters to the editor)

Dear BC SPCA,
I am 10 years old and in Grade 5. I fundraise for
Wild ARC and the BC SPCA, and so far I have
raised $72.34. I also recently entered your Great Bark!
Bake-Off Contest! When I lived in Whitehorse in
the Yukon, I raised money for the BC SPCA by holding bake
sales. So far in my life I have donated $303.25 to animals, not
including what I am raising now. I love animals and the BC
SPCA, and am renewing my Kids Club membership.
My favourite animal is the tiger salamander. It’s endangered
but amazing! I am trying to help animals in school by making
announcements once a month and telling people about
endangered animals and how people can help them.
Well, I better let you go. Bye!
Willow Daniels, 10, Sooke

Andreas, 9,
collected
$120 for the
Kelowna SPCA.
This is the
third year in
a row he has
donated to the
BC SPCA!

Rae, 10, saved up
$129 of her allowance
money to donate to
the Victoria SPCA.

Lodon Nelson, 7

Layla Siebenga, 9,
Kelowna

Zanti, Lucie and Alia
made and sold pupcakes,
raising $80 for the
Vancouver SPCA.

Bark!

Seven-year-old entrepreneur
Robbie founded his own
company, Robbie’s Canine
Cookies. He bakes homemade
dog treats to sell, and
recently donated $100 to the
Comox SPCA.
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Brogan O’Handley, 10,
Pitt Meadows
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HELPING ANIMALS
Students in Grades
4 and 5 at Bayview
Elementary held a
cake pop sale, raising
$78.45 for the
Nanaimo SPCA.

Austan, 8, donated $40
in birthday money to
the Kelowna SPCA.
Victoria and her Grade 7 class at
Sunnyside Elementary made and
sold cupcakes to raise funds for
the Surrey SPCA. They raised a
whopping $1,634.30 for Victoria’s
fifth year of cupcake fundraising!

Nicko, 13, held a bake
sale and hosted an
online fundraiser to
raise $305.25 for the
West Vancouver SPCA
.

Aiden, 10, sold candles
at craft fairs and
raised $250 for the
BC SPCA Wild Animal
Rehabilitation Centre
on Vancouver Island.

Seven-year-old
Ameenah and her
brother Kaden raised
money with a Kool-Aid
stand. They used the
funds to buy litter,
toys and pet food for
the Kelowna SPCA.

For several years, Ms. Te
Grade 5 and 6 classes at ssarolo and her
Elementary have planned AJ McLellan
raise money for the BC mini-fundraisers to
class raised over $1,800 SPCA. This year, her
for the Surrey SPCA.
Bark!

These thoughtful Grade
9 students started an
Animal Aid and Welfare
Club. They raised funds
by making crafts and
pet portraits, and
donated $924.35 to the
Maple Ridge SPCA.

Malcolm, 9, spent
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Princess Pow
dance to the Fort
St. John SPCA.
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Bonnethead shark

Sharks are

Horn shark

jawsome!

Sharks are one of the most feared creatures in the ocean –
and also one of the most misunderstood. How much do you
know about these fascinating fish?
Thresher shark

TEST YOUR SHARK SMARTS
1. All sharks are carnivores (meat-eaters). True or false?
False. Scientists used to think that all sharks were carnivores – until
they saw a bonnethead feeding on seagrass! Bonnetheads are the
first known omnivorous shark, meaning they eat both plants and
animals. Bonnetheads also chow down on shrimps, crabs and squids.
2. Are there sharks here in British Columbia?
You bet! Our province is home to 14 species of
shark, from the tiny two-foot brown cat
shark to the bus-sized basking shark.
Even great whites have been spotted
here!

Bark!

False. Shark teeth are as varied as
the foods they eat. Horn sharks,
for example, munch on clams
and snails. Their mouths are
filled with cone-shaped teeth up
front (perfect for grabbing) and
rounded teeth at the back (tailormade for crushing).

SM A L L E S T SH A RK ? The
dwarf lantern shark is only
about 8 inches long.

Did you know that climate
change might mean
more sharks off our
coast? Rising ocean
temperatures could
cause normally
tropical sharks
to migrate
north.
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3. All sharks have the same sharp,
pointy teeth. True or false?

+ GL OW ING SH A RK ? Lantern

Tiger shark

sharks have special
cells called photophores
(foe-toe-fours) that give
off light. These sharks live
in the deep ocean, where
they might use this light to
communicate – scientists
are not quite sure!

Biggest shark?
Measuring in at a
whopping 40 feet from
snout to tail, the whale
shark is the largest fish in
the world.

Whale shark

4. Which is more likely: being struck by lightning or bitten by a shark?
Shark attacks are rare, especially when you think about how many people swim,
work and play in the ocean every day. Your odds of being bitten by a shark are only
about 1 in 11.5 million. You are about 10 times more likely to be struck by lightning.

Sharks can detect the weak
electrical signals given
off by other fish. They are
so sensitive to electricity
that they could pick up on a
D-sized battery from 1,300
kilometres away!

Shark egg

5. Do sharks have any predators?
Yes, sharks have predators, including seals, whales and other sharks. But their
greatest threat comes from humans.
Sadly, overfishing has caused huge declines in shark populations around the
world. Each year, as many as 100 million sharks are caught for their meat, fins and
livers. Because sharks take so long to mature, their populations are very slow to
recover.

Some sharks lay eggs.
Others give birth to live
babies. Shark pregnancies
can last a long time. Frilled
sharks, for instance, are
pregnant for more than
three years! Baby sharks
are called pups.

6. Sharks all hunt the same way. True or false?
False. Sharks have different hunting strategies. Threshers use their extra long
tails like a whip to slash and stun small fish before eating them. Similar to wolves,
sevengill sharks team up in packs to attack seals. Tiger sharks stalk – well, like
tigers! – to catch sea turtles by surprise. Gentle basking sharks just swim along
the surface of the water with their mouths open to filter out zooplankton.

Hungry for more? Take a
bite out of these shark
resources!

Frilled shark

Some sharks travel very long
distances. Blue sharks swim
from North America to Europe
and back again – a trip of
more than 16,000
kilometres.

Ocearch
Check out ocearch.org to track the movements of real sharks in real life!

Sharks: Nature’s Perfect Hunter
By Joe Flood
Published by First Second

Bark!

Sharks: The Animal Answer Guide
By Gene Helfman and George H. Burgess
Published by John Hopkins University Press

Blue shark
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Playing
it safe
How to find the
best toys for
your dog or cat
When you walk into a pet supply store, it can be overwhelming. There are just
too many options! How are you supposed to know what’s best for your pet?
Some toys are great. They let you have fun with your pet, and help him express
his natural behaviours. But other toys can be dangerous! Just because
something looks cool or colourful, it doesn’t mean it’s good for your furry friend.
Read on to figure out how to find the perfect toy for your dog or cat. Remember,
the best way to keep your buddy safe is to supervise him during playtime.
Pets can swallow pieces when toys fall apart, so pay attention if his toys are
becoming worn. That’s when it’s time to throw them out and replace them!

FOR YOUR PLAYFUL PUP
For dogs, chewing is a natural behaviour. Toys can also
help their teeth stay healthy by scraping away plaque
and tartar.

Go for it!

 lassic Kong ® toys, food puzzles and food-dispensing
C
balls
Veterinarian-recommended chew toys
made of nylon or rubber
Plush and squeaky toys
Fetch toys such as
rubber balls or
Frisbees

Bark!

Beware!
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◆ Rawhide toys.
Some dogs try to gulp these down in chunks, which
makes them a choking hazard.
◆ Hard plastic toys. These can chip your dog’s teeth!
◆ Toys from the dollar store. They’re cheap to buy, but
also cheaply made! They usually fall apart right away.

Time to take
this toy away!

*TIP: A toy is too hard if you can’t make an
indentation in it with a fingernail, or if it would hurt
to hit yourself in the knee with it.

Make a Pupsicle

Summer is here! It’s the perfect time to whip up this
refreshing treat-and-toy combination. Blend together
one of the following flavours:
Berry Delicious: 1 cup plain yogurt, 2 cups
berries (e.g., blackberries, blueberries,
raspberries or strawberries, or a mixture of
these) and 2 tablespoons of honey
Gone Bananas: 1 cup plain yogurt, 1/3 cup
natural, unsalted peanut butter and 1/2
banana (mashed)
Pumpkin Pie: 1 cup plain yogurt, 1 can of pumpkin
purée, 1 teaspoon of honey and 1 banana (mashed)
Pour the mixture into a Kong ® or other interactive
feeder toy (a hollow, rubber toy that will contain the
mixture) and freeze for a few hours. This will make
your dog’s playtime more challenging as he tries to
get at the yummy goodness inside!

Cats are predators just like their ancestors. So they love
movements and sounds that trigger their instincts to
hunt prey! You can keep your cat healthy and active by
stimulating her desire to chase and pounce.
Scratching is also an important natural behaviour for
cats. Your cat scratches to condition her claws and
leave behind scent marks.

Best choices
Dangly wands
Plush toys, or toys you
can fill with catnip
 cratching posts and
S
cat towers for climbing and perching
Interactive feeders and food-dispensing balls

Be cautious

Cats can sometimes eat small toy parts.
These can include:
◆ Feathers
◆ String, yarn, ribbon or elastic
◆ Bells
◆ Pom poms
If you find a toy that has any of the
above, you don’t necessarily need to
avoid it! However, you’ll have to make sure that
you’re paying extra close attention while your
cat plays.

Make a Sock Toy

If you’re on a budget, don’t worry! Cats love exploring
ordinary things like paper bags and cardboard boxes.
You can also make awesome do-it-yourself cat toys from
common household items. Be creative – try making a
pyramid using toilet paper rolls and a glue gun. You can
hide treats in the rolls for your cat to find! Or, check out
this cool DIY fish toy below.
You’ll need:
• A single sock (that you don’t want to wear anymore)
• Something to stuff your sock with, such as fabric or
packing paper. Cats love the crinkly sound!
• Fabric markers or a felt tip pen to decorate your sock
(optional)

*TIP: Pick a sock with a lighter colour than your pens,
so that the design shows up well!
Step 1: Stuff your sock.
Step 2: Tie a small knot at the end of the sock to keep
the stuffing inside. If you’ve found that the sock is too
full to tie a knot, simply untie it, take some stuffing out
and try again.
Step 3: Decorate your fish. You can draw eyes, a smile
or even some scales!
Step 4: To encourage your cat to play with the fish,
dangle it over your kitty’s head, or toss it in the air to
spark her prey instinct. She will also love it if you hide
some catnip inside.

Bark!

FOR YOUR
CURIOUS CAT
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Summer birding
Take the
“30 bird” challenge!

Chickadee

D

Why
care
about birds?

You can find these birds in and
around our cities. Summer is
the perfect time to explore the
shorelines, parks and forests near
your home to see how many birds
you can find.

There are lots of reasons to like
birds. Besides the fact they can
fly and have beautiful plumage,
birds play a vital role in the
ecosystem. They eat insects like
flies and mosquitoes. They help
to plant new trees and flowers by
scattering seeds. They also help
to pollinate plants. Birds are
important indicators of a
healthy ecosystem.

id you know that
chickadees often eat
? Or that
killdeer fake having broken wings
to lure you away from their nests?
Or that kestrels are the only bird
of prey who can h o v e r like a
helicopter?

Killdeer

Many of us might find it difficult
to name just 10 different birds. Yet
in B.C., there are more than 500
species of birds! Your challenge is
to spot and identify 30
species (or more!). It may
take a few walks to get to
30. Remember, you’ll see
different birds in forests
than you’ll see along the
shoreline. Marshes and
open fields have their own
unique birds. Plan your
walks in these different
areas but start with your
own backyard!

Kestrel

upside down

Tips, timing and tools

Nuthatch

•T
 he best time to hear and see birds is early in the morning. By
midday, most birds are resting and harder to spot.
•S
 earch for birds near a water source like a creek or a pond.
•B
 eing quiet, patient and having a keen eye are the hallmarks of
a good birder.
•B
 inoculars, a bird book and a camera are the tools of the
birding trade.
• A notepad is useful for recording the birds you see and the markings
of unknown birds so you can identify them when you get home.
•G
 o digital! Birding apps can help you identify bird songs and they
provide good pictures. Download a free app like Audubon Bird
Guide, eBird or Merlin Bird ID.
•M
 ost of all, have fun!

Rufous hummingbird
SHELDON BILSKER

fun

What do I eat? Look at my beak!
The shape and size of birds’ beaks give clues about what they
eat and where they live. Draw a line to connect the picture of
the birds to their food.
The house finch has a short, strong
beak for cracking open seeds. This
bird is common at bird feeders.

Marsh hawk

1.

Finding feathered
friends

Pileated woodpeckers have a head
like a jackhammer. Their chisel-like
beaks are made to peck at tree
trunks to dig out ants and other
insects living inside.

3.

At an estuary (where a river meets
the ocean), look for marsh hawks
gliding above. At your feet, look
for tiny but chatty marsh wrens
darting amongst bulrushes.
By the beach, look for dowitchers
and sandpipers running in
groups, dipping into the sand to
pick up insects. Look high, high
up and you might see turkey
vultures riding the hot thermal
air channels.

Hummingbirds have a long, pointed
beak. Their forked tongue is twice
as long as their beak to help reach
deep into flowers. They don’t suck up
nectar but flick their tongue in and
out 12 times a second, lapping up the
nectar! See their tongue in action in
this amazing one-minute YouTube
clip: bit.ly/2XPPk9U.

4.

5.

Answers: 1. Pileated woodpecker; 2. House
finch; 3. Eagle; 4. Flicker; 5. Mallard duck; 6.
Wren; 7. Hummingbird

Dowitchers
6.

7.

Eagles use their strong, razor-sharp
talons to grip prey such as salmon.
Then they use their powerful hooked
beaks to tear flesh into chunks.
Watch flickers closely to see them
pull insects out from holes in trees or
ant hills on the ground. Their beaks
are long and pointy. They have a long
sticky tongue for nabbing insects.
The mallard duck dives underwater
to feast on aquatic plants, insects
and worms. Their bills are wide
but strong, so they can pull at the
underwater vegetation.

Bark!

When looking for forest birds,
scour the treetops but also look
for creepers, nuthatches and
sapsuckers feeding along tree
trunks.

2.

Wrens mostly eat insects such as
caterpillars, beetles and grubs.
Their beaks are long and narrow for
stabbing. At bird feeders, they look
for peanut butter, suet or insects
landing on discarded seed.
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CHICKENS?
H

ave you ever imagined getting
fresh eggs from your very own
chickens? You’re not the only
one! Many people are now raising
hens right in their backyard.
While keeping chickens can be a lot
of fun, it’s also a lot of work. Here
are some questions to ask yourself
before adding a flock to your family.

Are you allowed to keep
chickens where you live?
Some communities have laws
against keeping backyard chickens.

Do you have the space?
Chickens need a safe place to roost
at night, a quiet spot to lay their
eggs and plenty of room to spend
the day scratching around in the
dirt for food. Crowded coops make
hens stressed and frustrated.

Can you keep your chickens
safe?

Do you have the time?
Chickens mean daily chores! Apart
from feeding and cleaning, you’ll
also need to keep a close eye on
your hens to make sure they’re
happy and healthy.

happy hens
For backyard
chickens to be
happy and healthy,
they need to be
given the Five
Freedoms:

What about vet care?
Like our pets, chickens can get sick
or injured. You’ll need a vet who
has experience with farm animals.
Regular dog and cat vets probably
won’t see your hens.

Are you ready for a
lifetime commitment?
Chickens can live a long time – up
to 10 years! Hens lay fewer eggs as
they get older, but they still require
good care.
For more things to think about,
check out spca.bc.ca/news/
backyard-chickens.

1. F
reedom from hunger and

thirst (clean water and a
balanced diet)
2. Freedom from pain, injury and

disease (proper vet care)
3. Freedom from distress

(protection from predators)
4. Freedom from discomfort

(a clean, dry and warm
living space)
5. Freedom to express

behaviours that promote
well-being (able to preen,
dustbathe, perch, explore,
socialize, eat, drink and rest
as they choose)

Chickens have many predators – on
the ground and in the air. They
need an enclosure that protects
them from animals like hawks,
owls, coyotes, raccoons and mink.

We want the scoop on YOUR coop!
Do you have chickens at home? We want to
hear about them!
Take our quick survey, and we’ll enter you
in a draw to win a copy of A Kid’s Guide to
Keeping Chickens by Melissa Caughey.

Bark!

spca.bc.ca/youth-survey
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The survey closes August 31, 2019.
Better get crackin’!

The Truth About

Rats

Top 5 reasons
why rats make
good pets
1. R
 ats are smart. They can
even come when they’re
called!
2. R
 ats are affectionate. They
love to climb on you and
interact with you.
3. R
 ats are gentle. Wellsocialized ones rarely bite.

Did you know that rats make awesome pets? Don’t just take
our word for it, though! We asked six-year-old Jace for his
thoughts on these rad rodents. His family recently adopted
three young boys from Pitter Patter Rat Rescue in Kelowna.
Bark!: Can you tell me a little bit about your rats?
Jace: My rats are named Squeaks, Cheezie and Nightshadow.
They’re cute, funny, playful and energetic.
Bark!: What do you like best about rats?
Jace: Rats are cute, fuzzy and just so loveable!
Bark!: What would you say to someone who doesn’t
think that rats make good pets?
Jace: Rats are smart. You can teach them the same things you
teach a dog! They’re not poisonous or dirty. Sometimes they even
groom more often than cats do. They’re very cute, and their tails
aren’t naked. Plus, they’re always ready to play!

5. R
 ats are clean and quiet.
They groom themselves a lot
and hardly ever make noise.
To learn how to take good care
of rats, check out spca.bc.ca/
faqs/small-pet-care.

Here a rat,
there a rat…
Hundreds of rats around
the province are
waiting to find their
forever homes! Most
come into the care
of shelters or rescues because
people keep males and females
together and end up with too
many babies to look after.
To see rats available for
adoption at BC SPCA shelters,
visit spca.bc.ca/adopt.

Bark!

In Jace’s own words, he
loves rats because they’re
“fuzzable” and “snuggable”!

4. R
 ats are entertaining.
They’re curious and playful,
and they love to explore.
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His mom peers into the box and frowns.
“Oh dear,” she says. “Poor things. They’ll
starve alone out here!”
Daniel picks up one of the mewing
kittens. His mom is right – the kittens
feel too delicate, thin and bony beneath
their soft fur.
“They do look hungry,” he says. “Isn’t
anyone feeding them?”
Mr. Martinez exchanges a glance with
his wife.

ILLUSTRATIONS: SCOT RITCHIE

“I think they’ve been abandoned,” he says.
“We better get them to the SPCA, now!”

S

chool’s out, so Daniel Martinez and his family head to
the woods for a walk. When they arrive, the forest crackles
with magic and mystery. Sunlight streams through the
craggy trees, and Daniel shivers with excitement.
He sets off ahead, breathing in the rich scents of earth and cedar.
His parents call out to him to not run too far ahead. But there’s so
much to see! Spiders spin glittering webs, and butterflies flit through
emerald leaves. The woods are alive with sound: squirrels chitter,
insects hum and birds sing in the rustling branches.
But then Daniel hears a sound he didn’t expect. It’s one he
recognizes immediately: the mewling of kittens!

Bark!

“Dan, what did we tell you?” his dad calls, coming up behind him.
“Slow down!”
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Daniel points ahead.
“Look!” he says. “Someone left a box of kittens!”

“I can’t believe someone abandoned them,” he says.
“I know,” the woman agrees. “Summer’s our busiest
time for kittens. I have to admit it’s frustrating that
people aren’t getting their animals fixed.”
“Oh dear!” says Mrs. Martinez, turning red with
embarrassment. “Our kitten’s pregnant too. We put
off getting her spayed.”
“Well, thanks for your honesty!” the woman says.
“You’re not the only ones. Many people don’t realize
you can have an accidental litter if you don’t
spay or neuter cats before they’re six months old.
Kittens can have kittens!”
Daniel frowns. The more kittens, he realizes, the less
space for homes.

“We found these little guys in the
woods,” she explains.
“Oh my,” the staff member says.
“That’s the third abandoned litter
this week! People really need to
learn that abandonment isn’t a
solution – and it’s illegal, too!”
Mrs. Martinez looks worried.
“You haven’t run out of room for
them, have you?” she asks.
The woman at the counter smiles.
“Don’t worry,” she says, holding
out her hands for the box. “We’re
pretty full, but we’ll always take
abandoned animals. Even when
we’re full, we can transfer them
to another one of our shelters, or
place them in a foster home. All of
our adoptable cats find homes!”
Daniel breathes a sigh of relief.
But as he looks down at the
kittens, huddled together in a
warm, fuzzy clump, he still feels
a pang of concern.

“Isn’t there anything we can do?”
he asks.
“Of course!” the woman says.
“After your momma has her
babies, you can get her
spayed at one of our
clinics. You can also
help us spread the
word. People don’t
know that cat
overpopulation is a
problem!”
She smiles down
at Daniel.
“Don’t worry about
these guys,” she says.
“You did the right thing,
bringing them in. We’ll call
them the Forest Kittens – Cedar, Pine, Aspen and Birch!”
As they drive home, Daniel is lost in thought. The Forest Kittens have a
warm place to stay tonight. But he doesn’t feel like his work is done. He
knows the first thing he’s going to do when he gets home: text all his
friends, and let them know that even kittens can have kittens!

THE BC SPCA HAS LOADS OF KITTENS RIGHT NOW!
FIND OUT MORE AT SPCA.BC.CA/NEWS/KITTEN-SEASON.

Bark!

The family races to the shelter,
where Mrs. Martinez brings the
box to the woman at the counter.
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Want to be a

dog trainer
when you
grow up?

▼

We spoke to Christina Young, certified dog trainer and
owner of Positive Dog. She told us all about her career
helping people teach and communicate with their dogs.

Bark!
14

Did you have pets growing up?
If so, can you tell us about
one memory that sticks out
for you?
I had cats, rabbits, hamsters and
horses growing up, and adopted
my first dog when I was 17. One
memory that sticks out for me is
when I was 14 and was taking my
rabbit Snowflake out for a walk
on leash. I trained him to jump
into my arms for bits of apple. A
man walking by told me that my
rabbit was better behaved than
his dog!

Can you share with us a little
bit about your professional
background?
When I was 14, I started
volunteering at my school’s
learning centre. I taught all
throughout high school and
university. I later got a job
teaching adults with special
needs. At the same time, I
fostered and trained special
needs dogs from the SPCA
and other organizations. This
led me to combine my passion
for training with my love of
teaching. I then became a
professional dog trainer
in 2014.

Trainers like Christina know that
dogs learn best when they’re
motivated by treats or praise,
not when they’re scared of being
yelled at or hurt.

▼

When did you decide you
wanted to be a dog trainer?
I’ve always loved training all
sorts of animals, and I love
teaching people. But I didn’t
realize I could combine the two
into a career until I was an adult.
Once I found out I could have
such a fun job, I wanted to do it!

Christina is an AnimalKind
dog trainer. This means
she trains dogs using kind
methods approved by the
BC SPCA! To learn more,
visit animalkind.ca.
What’s your favourite part
of your job?
I love watching the bond
between a dog and person
grow as the pair learns to
communicate. Many people
call me for serious behaviour
problems that cause a lot of
stress. So after training, it’s
wonderful to see dog and human
start to have fun and enjoy their
time together.

Careers Helping Anim♥ls
Christina helps people
understand their dog’s
body language better.

Christina lives on Vancouver Island with her husband and pets. If your family needs help with training, find her at positive.dog!

What’s your best tip for
someone who wants to begin
training their own dog?
Have fun! Training should be
enjoyable for both you and your
dog. If you find that you or your
dog is feeling bored or frustrated,

ask yourself how you can change
things so it’s fun again. Also,
always keep your sessions short
and sweet!
What keeps you excited to do
your job every day?
I get to play with dogs and
puppies every day! It’s a dream
job! I love seeing how people and
dogs progress in their training
while having fun together. It’s
also great to receive emails from
past students. They give updates

of all the fun things they’ve been
doing with their dogs since our
time together. That is very cool.
What’s one piece of advice you
would give to kids who want to
make a difference for animals?
Be kind and patient to all animals
and people. Often, they don’t
know any other way to behave.
If animals are acting up or not
behaving the way we would like,
take the time to figure out what
they are trying to tell us.

Your career path…

to becoming a dog trainer
✓ Graduate high school
✓V
 olunteer experience training dogs

(at a dog training school, animal shelter, etc.)

✓V
 olunteer experience teaching people (tutoring, etc.)
✓C
 omplete a well-recognized dog training certification program
(usually online)
✓G
 ood communication and organizational skills
✓L
 ots of patience!

Bark!

Is there one dog you
trained who was particularly
memorable or challenging?
I once trained a very funny dog
named Charlie. I was helping
him with barking and lunging
behaviour. At first I tried giving
Charlie a piece of ham as a high
value reward. But he spat it out
and just rolled on it. I guess
he thought the ham was very
stinky! I figured out that he had
a dish at home that was always
full, so training for food wasn’t
a good enough reward for him.
We made some changes at home
and worked on a new training
program. In only a few months,
Charlie was able to walk past
other dogs politely. He was even
able to make some new doggy
friends!
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Leaving dogs in hot cars is NOT cool!
Every summer, the BC SPCA receives hundreds of calls about dogs
left in hot cars. Is it really such a big deal?
Yes! On a warm day, dogs can overheat in as little as 10 minutes.
Parking in the shade or cracking the windows is not enough to keep
a dog safe from heatstroke. Dogs who are overheating need to see
a veterinarian right away. Heatstroke is an emergency.
The bottom line? Dogs are better off left at home than in a car!

Is the dog in distress? Have
an adult call the BC SPCA
animal cruelty hotline at
1-855-622-7722 or your
local police or animal control
agency right away.
Worried about a dog in a hot car? Have
an adult ask nearby stores to page their
customers to help find the dog’s guardian.

Spread the word
Help the BC SPCA keep dogs out of hot cars! Visit spca.bc.ca/hotdogs
to print out copies of our “No Hot Pets” poster. Take them to local businesses
with busy parking lots. Ask for permission to put them up in stores to remind
people about the dangers of heatstroke.

Become a BC SPCA Kids Club member today!
Name:		

Phone:			

Address:		

City:		

School:


Birth Date:
Province:

Postal Code:

Email:

 Yes, you can email me e-Kids Mews!letter and other BC SPCA Kids Club updates

Join the Kids Club today!
Fill out this form and
mail it to:
BC SPCA Kids Club
1245 East 7th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5T 1R1
or sign up online at
spca.bc.ca/kidsclub.

 Savings! Two-year membership ($25)  One-year membership ($15)  Cheque payable to BC SPCA
Or by credit card  Amex  Visa  Mastercard Signature:
Number:

Expiry Date:

Name on Card:
Parent or Guardian’s Name:
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