Feeding wildlife: Harmful or helpful?

A bale of hay left out for the deer. A garbage can Spreading sickness
sitting open in an alleyway, ready for a raccoon Wild animals don’t often get together in large groups.
to hop rightin. A peanut offered by hand toa But when they are all attracted by food to the same spot,
squirrel. they can be found in big numbers. This can encourage

Ly o disease spread, not only among wildlife, but to pets and
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Wild animals are smart. They remember
the places where people feed them
and will go back to the same spots
again and again. Plus, they like an
; feed the easy meal. So it’s not surprising when
i = animals start to rely on people for food.
Stay WIld,-stay _Qilve ' . [(HU'[ R Byt this can lead to habituation and
- all the health and safety risks alread
mentioned.
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Help the BC SPCA celebrate Wildlife Awareness Month!
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Easy pickins | N _ ggeoBﬁe?gevli\lgﬁfse?elected April as Wildlife Awareness Month. Here are some things you can
When you attract smaller wildlife -\wh i ® : § P o
feeding, you also encourage their large r s . el . ok at ; . & Encourage your school to adopt a “food-free schoolyard” policy. Many schools allow students to eat their
predators like coyotes, bears and coug .S- 5 by i : . : T snack outside at recess. Some students toss apple cores and half-eaten sandwiches into the bushes. This can
While eating food laid out on the ground i o - : =y . L attract wildlife. Ask your school to create a rule where all students have to eat their snack inside.

X Don’t throw apple cores, banana peels and other garbage out car windows. Tossed food from cars attracts
wild animals to the sides of roads, putting them at risk.

& Secure your garbage. Keep your trash can inside until the morning it gets collected. If you must keep it
outside, secure the lid with a bungee cord.

® Use roadside compost pick-up. Compost bins can attract wildlife, including rats. Write a letter to your

predators can easily sneak up and attack.

Junk food junkies _— "" _—,_ y . ' ¥ g]_ur;icicpl'iil C(()jutrrllcil,_ztisking :_hent]hto ad%[])tta roadtsr:de compotst_ pi,ctk_-mi s_yti_temt.hEach hotqsef}old g_:e;is_fa'plastic
Wild animals have evolved to eat natural foods from their environmeht to stay healthy. Human fg‘aa [\ \ : ' 3 Sltr;r: h|ayairr1]d00$scltoyaevr2ir:j l:tstratft?;o deaerway, s e
. . . ’ w
contems too much sugar, salt and fat. It makes them.unhea.lthy and can even cause tooth problems. And if they’re : X"Doni faed yaur pats outsiGEREElon o, invilation for 1 UECUEERTIC R
feeding off of garbage, they often ingest dangerous items like plas:ilc or glass. ‘ - ™ Pick up fallen fruit. It can be dangerous to have bears and coyotes too close to your house.
- ) . Note: It’s also against the law to feed bears and coyotes!
Plus, all food — natural or not — can go bad. Food put out for wildlife often gets damp and goes mouldy. Then, when \

animals eat it, they can get sick. And remember to celebrate wildlife by visiting a local nature reserve or going for a walk, and taking photos!
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beavers dragged from their homes by marauding dogs,
to songbirds flying into windows — the BC SPCA’s Wild
ARC (Animal Rehabilitation Centre) helps all kinds of
wild animals. Nestled on the edge of a wilderness ravine
near Victoria, Wild ARC takes in close to 1,600 injured
wild animals each year.

The task of caring for injured and sick wildlife is
extremely challenging. Each animal has its own

special needs and difficult decisions need to be made
each time an animal is admitted to Wild ARC, as many
animals cannot make full recoveries and, therefore,
cannot be released back into the wild. Since opening in
1997, Wild ARC has helped over 143 different species of
mammals, birds and reptiles and released over 4,000
animals! Check out just a small sample of animals cared
for at Wild ARC (see table).

Though staff and volunteers work around the clock to
help animals at Wild ARC, the reality is that not all can

The bar graph shows the number of animals that come
in each month at Wild ARC. As you can see, some
months are busier than others but it doesn’t mean staff
and volunteers sit dormant during low animal periods -
they keep busy catching up with paper

work, maintaining the building and wildlife pens,
promoting and educating the public about the
work of the centre and doing lots of fundraising!
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l fern ! Baby birds tap the beaks of
their parents to stimulate them to
regurgitate food.
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Fawn
Male, 6 months
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was killed by a car

Litter of raccoon Orphaned - mother
kits, a few weeks old was likely hit by a car

be saved. In fact, only one third of animals are released
back to the wild. But you can take action to do your part
to keep wildlife safe. Keep your dog under control when
off-leash; keep your cat indoors; place silhouettes of
prey animals on your windows or use a product like
WindowAlert to prevent birds from flying into your
windows; and make sure your trash stays in the trash.
For more information about BC SPCA’s Wild ARC, includ-
ing wish-list items and ways you can sponsor an animal
in their care, visit www.wildarc.com.




ARC, animals are fed from sun-up to sun-down.
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