
Fetch!
Everyone knows this game and
even reluctant dog fetchers will
catch on if the reward is worth
it – a favourite treat! The key
to teaching a dog to fetch is
to practice “drop it” first, 

otherwise you will end up with a different 
game — “keep away.” If your dog doesn’t drop
the ball, end the game and walk away. After a
few times of a quick end to playtime your dog
will learn that the fun continues if you play by
the rules. 

Games Pooches Play!
All dogs love to play – even as adults. Playtime strengthens your
relationship with your dog and keeps your pooch from getting bored.
Try some of these games with your best buddy!
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Agility
Dog agility is an
obstacle course for
dogs. There are
jumps, tunnels, weave
poles, tires and see-
saws that your dog
must complete in the
quickest possible time.
You can set up your

own agility course in
your backyard using household objects such as old
mop handles for weave poles, a hoola-hoop for a
tire jump and jumps made with two chairs with a
stick across it. 

Hint: Use
treats to
lure your
dog the
first few
times
through
the
course.
Slowly withdraw treats and use praise with word
associations for the actions you want the dog to
learn. Try using words like “jump” or “weave” and
say “good dog” when she completes the task. Try
giving a treat or favourite toy at the end for a
reward for completing the course. 

Hide and Seek
Try putting your dog in a stay with her
head facing away from your play area.
Now go and hide. When you are ready,
call her name and see how long she
takes to find you. Not only can this
be fun but it also teaches your dog
to wait until she is called. 

Treasure Hunt
Similar to Hide and Seek except

you hide treats and see how
quickly your dog finds them.
Start by letting her sniff the
treat, keep her in a stay and
then hide the treat. As she gets
the hang of it you can hide the
treats in more difficult to find places
and farther distances. This is the basic
strategy of how search and rescue dogs are trained
as well as dogs that find fruit or
drugs in airport luggage. 

Bark!Fall2005  9/29/05  11:56 AM  Page 4



B
a

rk
!

7

Ar
e y

ou
 al

low
ed

 to
 ha

ve
 a 

do
g 

wh
er

e y
ou

 liv
e?

 U
nf

or
tu

na
te

ly
, n

ot
 

al
l 
bu

ild
in
gs

 a
llo

w
 d

og
s. 

So
me

 p
la
ce

s 
ar

e 
pe

t 
fr

ie
nd

ly
 b

ut
 h

av
e 

re
st

ric
ti
on

s 
on

 
ho

w
 b

ig
 a

 d
og

 y
ou

 c
an

 k
ee

p.

Do
es

 ev
er

yo
ne

 in
 y

ou
r f

am
ily

 w
an

t a
 do

g?
 

Do
gs

 b
ec

om
e 

fa
mi

ly
 m

em
be

rs
! E

ve
ry

on
e 

sh
ou

ld
 

ag
re

e 
w
it
h 

th
e 

de
ci
sio

n 
to

 g
et

 o
ne

.

Ca
n y

ou
r f

am
ily

 af
fo

rd
 

a d
og

? T
hi
nk

 b
ey

on
d 

th
e 

ad
op

ti
on

 f
ee

! S
up

pl
ie
s 
to

 
pr

ep
ar

e 
y
ou

r 
ho

m
e 

fo
r 

a 
do

g 
w
ill

 c
os

t 
at

 l
ea

st
 $

20
0.
 T

he
n 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
on

go
in
g 

ex
pe

ns
es

 
su

ch
 a

s 
fo

od
, l

ic
en

se
 f

ee
s, 

pe
t 

in
su
ra

nc
e 

an
d 

ve
te

rin
ar

y
 c

ar
e.
 

Th
es

e 
w
ill

 c
os

t 
ar

ou
nd

 $
1,4

00
 a

 
y
ea

r. 
Se

tt
in
g 

so
m
e 

m
on

ey
 a

sid
e 

fo
r 

un
ex

pe
ct

ed
 e

xp
en

se
s 
is 

a 
go

od
 id

ea
 t

oo
.

Do
es

 y
ou

r f
am

ily
 kn

ow
 

ho
w 

to
 ca

re
 fo

r a
 do

g?
 

Le
ar

n 
as

 m
uc

h 
as

 y
ou

 c
an

 

be
fo

re
 y

ou
 b

rin
g 

a 
do

g 
ho

me
. 

Th
is 

gu
id
e 

pr
ov

id
es

 s
om

e 
ba

sic
 

ca
re

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n.
 Y

ou
 c

an
 fi

nd
 

ou
t 

m
or

e 
fr

om
 c

ar
e 

bo
ok

s, 

ve
te

rin
ar

ia
ns

, a
ni
ma

l 
sh

el
te

r 

st
af

f 
an

d 
pe

op
le

 y
ou

 k
no

w
 

w
ho

 h
av

e 
do

gs
.

W
he

re
 sh

ou
ld 

yo
u g

et
 y

ou
r d

og
? M

ak
e 

th
e 

BC
 S
PC

A 
yo

ur
 fi

rs
t 

ad
op

ti
on

 o
pt

io
n!
  

BC
 S
PC

A 
sh

el
te

rs
 h

av
e 

do
gs

 o
f 

al
l 
di

ff
er

en
t 

ag
es

, c
ol
ou

rs
, s

ize
s 
an

d 
sh

ap
es

 t
o 

ch
oo

se
 f

ro
m 

–
 

ev
en

 p
ur

eb
re

ds
. C

he
ck

 o
ut

 o
ur

 a
do

pt
ab

le
 l
ist

in
gs

 a
t 

bc
pe

ts
ea

rc
h.
co

m.

Yo
u 

ca
n 

al
so
 fi

nd
 y

ou
r 

ne
w
 c

om
pa

ni
on

 t
hr

ou
gh

 a
 b

re
ed

 r
es

cu
e 

or
 r

es
po

ns
ib
le

 b
re

ed
er

. V
isi

t 

fin
di

ng
fid

o.
ca

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
ho

w
 t

o 
sp

ot
 a

 g
oo

d 
br

ee
de

r 
–

 a
nd

 a
vo

id
 p

up
py

 m
ill

s. 
Pu

pp
y
 m

ill
s 
ar

e 

pl
ac

es
 w

he
re

 d
og

s 
ar

e 
br

ed
 in

 l
ar

ge
 n

um
be

rs
 a

nd
 s
ol
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

pe
t 

st
or

es
 o

r 
on

 t
he

 in
te

rn
et

 

jus
t 

to
 m

ak
e 

m
on

ey
. T

he
 d

og
s 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

ke
pt

 in
 v

er
y
 p

oo
r 

co
nd

it
io
ns

. M
os

t 
do

 n
ot

 r
ec

ei
ve

 

th
e 

me
di

ca
l 
ca

re
 o

r 
so
ci
al
iza

ti
on

 t
he

y
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
go

od
 c

om
pa

ni
on

s.

W
ha

t d
og

 pe
rs

on
ali

ty
 w

ill 
su

it 
yo

ur
 fa

m
ily

? D
og

s 
ha

ve
 

di
ff

er
en

t 
pe

rs
on

al
it
ie
s. 

So
m
e 

ar
e 

sh
y
 a

nd
 a

nx
io
us
, w

hi
le

 
ot

he
rs

 a
re

 e
xc

it
ab

le
 a

nd
 

ou
tg

oi
ng

. S
om

e 
ar

e 
ve

ry
 p

eo
pl

e 
fo

cu
se

d.
 O

th
er

s 
ar

e 
m
or

e 
in
de

pe
nd

en
t. 

Ch
oo

sin
g 

a 
do

g 
ba

se
d 

on
 h

is 
pe

rs
on

al
it
y
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
 h

is 
lo
ok

s 
te

nd
s 
to

 l
ea

d 
to

 
a 

be
tt

er
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p.

Do
 y

ou
 ha

ve
 an

y 
 

ot
he

r p
et

s?
 No

t 
al

l 
do

gs
 

ge
t 

al
on

g 
w
it
h 

an
im

al
s 
su
ch

 

as
 c

at
s 
an

d 
vi
ce

 v
er

sa
. Y

ou
r 

ho
me

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

 s
af

e 
an

d 

co
m
fo

rt
ab

le
 p

la
ce

 f
or

 a
ll 

 

y
ou

r 
pe

ts
.

W
ha

t i
s y

ou
r f

am
ily

’s 
sc

he
du

le 
lik

e?
 Do

gs
 n

ee
d 

a 
de

pe
nd

ab
le

 
ro

ut
in
e.
 T

he
y
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
fe

d,
 

w
al

ke
d 

an
d 

pl
ay

ed
 w

it
h 

ev
er

y
 d

ay
. 

Fa
mi

lie
s 
th

at
 a

re
 g

on
e 

al
l 
da

y
 a

nd
 

th
en

 o
ut

 a
ga

in
 in

 t
he

 e
ve

ni
ng

 w
ou

ld
 

le
av

e 
a 

do
g 

ho
me

 a
lo
ne

 t
oo

 l
on

g.

Do
 y

ou
 ha

ve
 a 

pa
rt

icu
lar

 br
ee

d 

in 
m

ind
? S

om
e 

pe
op

le
 a

re
 d

ra
w
n 

to
 a

 c
er

ta
in
 b

re
ed

 b
ec

au
se

 t
he

y
 

ha
ve

 s
ee

n 
on

e 
in
 a

 m
ov

ie
 o

r 
on

 

te
le

vi
sio

n,
 o

r 
re

ad
 a

bo
ut

 o
ne

 in
 a

 

bo
ok

. D
o 

yo
ur

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
fir

st
! T

al
k 

to
 p

eo
pl

e 
w
ho

 h
av

e 
th

e 
br

ee
d 

yo
u 

ar
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
 in

. F
in
d 

ou
t 

w
ha

t 

th
e 

do
gs

 a
re

 r
ea

lly
 l
ik
e 

to
 l
iv
e 

w
it
h.
 S
ee

 w
he

th
er

 t
he

 b
re

ed
 h

as
 

an
y
 h

ea
lt
h 

iss
ue

s.

Ab
ov

e 
al

l, 
ke

ep
 a

n 
op

en
 m

in
d!

 

M
ix
ed

-b
re

ed
 d

og
s 
ma

ke
 a

w
es

om
e 

pe
ts

, t
oo

.

Ho
w 

old
 a 

do
g s

ho
uld

 y
ou

 

ge
t?

 Pu
pp

ie
s 
ar

e 
a 

bl
as

t!
 

Th
ey

 a
re

 a
lso

 a
 T

ON
 o

f 
w
or

k 

to
 s
oc

ia
liz

e 
an

d 
tr

ai
n.
 A

s 
a 

do
g 

gr
ow

s 
up

, h
is 

pe
rs
on

al
it
y
 

de
ve

lo
ps

. S
o 

y
ou

 k
no

w
 a

 l
it
tl
e 

m
or

e 
ab

ou
t 

w
ha

t 
y
ou

 a
re

 

ge
tt

in
g 

in
to

 w
it
h 

an
 o

ld
er

 d
og

 

co
mp

ar
ed

 t
o 

a 
pu

pp
y.

Br
in
gi
ng

 a
 d

og
 in

to
 y

ou
r 

fa
mi

ly
 is

 a
 b

ig
 d

ec
isi

on
. A

s 
hi
s 
gu

ar
di
an

, y
ou

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 f

or
 

ta
ki
ng

 g
oo

d 
ca

re
 o

f 
hi
m 

fo
r 

hi
s 
w
ho

le
 l
ife

 –
 1
1 
ye

ar
s 
on

 a
ve

ra
ge

. I
t 

me
an

s 
w
al
ki
ng

 h
im

 in
 

th
e 

po
ur

in
g 

ra
in
. C

le
an

in
g 

up
 h

is 
me

sse
s. 

Wa
ki
ng

 u
p 

ea
rly

 o
n 

th
e 

w
ee

ke
nd

s 
to

 le
t 

hi
m 

ou
t.

 
It
 a

lso
 m

ea
ns

 p
la
yi

ng
 h

id
e-

an
d-

go
-s
ee

k 
to

ge
th

er
. R

ea
di
ng

 a
 b

oo
k 

w
hi
le

 h
e 

do
ze

s 
be

sid
e 

yo
u. 

Wa
tc

hi
ng

 h
im

 w
re

st
le

 w
it
h 

hi
s 
fa

vo
ur

ite
 d

og
 f
rie

nd
s. 

Co
mi

ng
 h

om
e 

fr
om

 s
ch

oo
l 
ea

ch
 d

ay
 t

o 
a 

w
ag

gi
ng

 t
ai
l 
an

d 
w
et

 t
on

gu
e.

 
Be

in
g 

a 
do

g 
gu

ar
di
an

 is
 b

ot
h 

w
or

k 
AN

D 
fu

n.
 Is

 y
ou

r 
fa

mi
ly

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
ma

ke
 t

he
 c

om
mi

tm
en

t?

Co
mp

an
ion

s f
or

 Li
fe

Qu
est

ion
s t

o a
sk

 yo
urs

elf
 

be
for

e y
ou

 ge
t a

 do
g



Are you ready 
to get a dog?
D ogs make wonderful companions. Yet, they 

are also a huge responsibility. Is your  
family ready to adopt a dog? Test if you  

think your family is prepared by carefully 
considering these questions.

First off, are you allowed to have a dog 
where you live? 
Some places are not pet-friendly, while others may 
only allow cats or small dogs. 

Does everyone in your family want a dog? 
Everyone should be in agreement to get a dog. After 
all, your dog will be part of the family.  

Can your family afford a dog? 
There are real costs when you have a dog. Initial 
expenses include the adoption fee, spay/neuter, 
training classes, microchip ID, leash, collar, harness, 
crate, bowls, toys and a dog bed. The ongoing costs 
include food, treats, vet insurance, teeth cleaning, 
grooming, licenses, replacement toys, beds and 
leashes . . . and more. 

Yikes, this adds up! Can you guess the average yearly 
cost of having a medium-sized dog? Is it $500, $1,200  
or $2,500? Trick question! Teeth cleaning alone costs 
between $800 and $1500. So it will cost at least 
$1,200 but likely closer to $2,500.B
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Don’t go 
by looks or 
“breed” alone
It may be 
tempting to 
get a certain 
breed because 
you’ve seen one 
in a movie or on 
television. Do 
your research 
first! Talk to 
people who have 
the breed you are 
interested in. Find out what the dogs are really 
like to live with. See whether the breed has any 
health issues. Above all, keep an open mind! 
Mixed-breed dogs make awesome pets, too.

Dogs have different personalities
How dogs look has little to do with their 

personalities. Just 
because your friend 
has a calm, relaxed 
Jack Russell terrier 
doesn’t mean they 
are all like that – 
they’re not! Some 
dogs are shy and 
anxious, while others 
are excitable and 

outgoing. Some are very people-focused. Others 
are more independent. Choosing a dog based on 
his personality rather than his looks tends to 
lead to a better relationship.

Where to get your pet
Make the BC SPCA your first adoption option! BC SPCA shelters have dogs of all 
different ages, colours, sizes and shapes to choose from – even purebreds. 
Check out our adoptable listings at bcpetsearch.com.

More adoption options
You can also find your new companion through a breed rescue or responsible 
breeder. Visit spca.bc.ca/breeders to learn how to spot a good breeder.  

Where NOT to get a dog
Avoid puppy mills. Puppy mills are places where dogs are bred in large 
numbers and sold through pet stores or on the internet just to make money. 
The dogs are often kept in very poor conditions. Most do not receive the medical 
care or the socialization they need to be good companions.

Is this your first dog? 
There is a lot to know when you have a dog. Things 
like how to train your dog using humane, reward-
based methods. Knowing to look for health issues like 
ear mites, fleas and ticks or food allergies. Learn more 
by reading care books and info online. Also talk to 
SPCA shelter staff and people you know who  
have dogs.

How will having a dog change your family?
You will be caring for him for his whole life – 11 years 
on average. There are plenty of not-so-fun things, like 
walking him in the pouring rain when you would 
rather stay inside. Cleaning up his messes when you 
feel like playing video games instead. Waking up early 
on the weekends to take him out for a bathroom break.

What are the great things?
You will enjoy playing together – games like hide-and-
seek, chase and fetch. Reading books while he dozes 
beside you. Having a buddy to just hang out with. 
There’s nothing better than coming home from school 
to a wagging tail. 

Being a dog guardian is both work AND fun. Is your 
family ready to make the commitment?
B

a
rk

!

5


	Fall 2005 Games with Dogs
	Summer 2014 what to think of before getting a dog
	Fall 2019 Ready to get a Dog



