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> Programs & Services> Leaders in our field> BC SPCA position statements> Position Statement on Urban DeerPosition Statement on Urban Deer


	
	
		The BC SPCA is opposed to the culling of urban deer when there is a lack of credible scientific evidence to support it, and/or it cannot be achieved humanely¹. The BC SPCA recommends the use of non-lethal strategies as a solution to increased human-deer conflict. Culling is only a temporary solution and should not be used as a default management practice, regardless of whether deer populations are actually measured or simply perceived as being high.

The real or perceived problem of overabundant deer populations must be addressed in a sustainable and tolerant manner, and therefore the BC SPCA supports activities that aim to prevent conflict and educate residents about how to coexist with urban deer. The BC SPCA is also opposed to the feeding and habituation of deer, which causes them to gradually lose their fear of people, pets and vehicles.

Approved by the Board of Directors – September 2014

(replaces previous version, February 2011)

Background

The BC SPCA understands that the tolerance and management of deer overabundance, whether in urban centres or on rural properties, is a complicated issue that requires a multiple strategy approach. Overabundant deer populations can result from plentiful resources and low numbers of natural predators. Also high deer densities may be found in sprawling human-populated areas where traditional deer habitat once existed.

The relocation of mature deer in government programs should be approached with caution as studies have shown that high mortality and fatal injuries result from the stress of capture and transportation. Further studies have revealed that mortality is also high post-release due to enduring stress from capture and transport, the inability to adapt to unfamiliar territory, and naivety to new predators. More research is needed to identify conditions for possible successful relocation efforts specific to British Columbia species and terrain.

The BC SPCA also recognizes that contraception for wild ungulate populations in Canada is authorized only for experimental use at this time, and supports pilot programs to test its efficacy for broader applications in future.

Further community-wide measures should include:

	Municipal enactment and enforcement of bylaws that prevent the intentional feeding of deer and other wild mammals;
	Public education on landscaping measures such as plant species selection, fencing/netting motion-activated sprinklers, flagging tape and other humane deterrents;
	Training residents in non-contact hazing techniques to discourage wildlife from taking refuge on their properties;
	Prevention of deer-vehicle collisions through appropriate fencing, wildlife corridors for safe passage, warning signage for high crossing areas and speed limit enforcement; and,
	Ensuring responsible pet guardianship through direct control over pets to avoid physical contact between pets and wildlife.


If a cull is undertaken by a community, it must be carried out in an appropriate season to prevent the abandonment of young. It must also be conducted in a humane, responsible and sustainable manner by qualified and experienced wildlife professionals in accordance with the BC SPCA Hunting position statement. Wildlife professionals should use techniques that cause instant death and make every effort to minimize stress to the animal and the infliction of pain or suffering before death occurs.

In any urban deer management efforts, only those individual animals that are the source of significant conflict should be managed. A public hunt within urban limits should not be permitted, as the hunting public may target different animals than those selected by qualified wildlife professionals.

See also:

Hunting

Background updated – September 2014

¹ Despite being a legal cull authorized under government permit, it may not meet humane criteria as operator experience and equipment efficacy can vary.
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                                                            Province
AB - Alberta
BC - British Columbia
MB - Manitoba
NB - New Brunswick
NL - Newfoundland and Labrador
NS - Nova Scotia
NT - Northwest Territories
NU - Nunavut
ON - Ontario
PE - Prince Edward Island
QC - Quebec
SK - Saskatchewan
YT - Yukon
AK - Alaska
AL - Alabama
AR - Arkansas
AZ - Arizona
CA - California
CO - Colorado
CT - Connecticut
DC - District of Columbia
DE - Delaware
FL - Florida
GA - Georgia
HI - Hawaii
IA - Iowa
ID - Idaho
IL - Illinois
IN - Indiana
KS - Kansas
KY - Kentucky
LA - Louisiana
MA - Massachusetts
MD - Maryland
ME - Maine
MI - Michigan
MN - Minnesota
MO - Missouri
MS - Mississippi
MT - Montana
NC - North Carolina
ND - North Dakota
NE - Nebraska
NH - New Hampshire
NJ - New Jersey
NM - New Mexico
NV - Nevada
NY - New York
OH - Ohio
OK - Oklahoma
OR - Oregon
PA - Pennsylvania
RI - Rhode Island
SC - South Carolina
SD - South Dakota
TN - Tennessee
TX - Texas
UT - Utah
VA - Virginia
VT - Vermont
WA - Washington
WI - Wisconsin
WV - West Virginia
WY - Wyoming
AS - American Samoa
FM - Federated States of Micronesia
GU - Guam
MH - Marshall Islands
MP - Northern Mariana Islands
PR - Puerto Rico
PW - Palau
VI - Virgin Islands
AA - Armed Forces Americas
AE - Armed Forces
AP - Armed Forces Pacific
None


                                                        

                                                        Province
                                                    

                                                

                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                        Postal Code
                                                    

                                                

                                                                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Select Country
Canada
United States
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Bonaire, Sint Eustatios and Saba
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Curacao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Federated States of Micronesia
Fiji
Finland
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Holy See (Vatican City State)
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Ireland
Islamic Republic of Iran
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Plurinational State of Bolivia
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Republic of Moldova
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Barthelemy
Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Martin (French)
Saint Pierre and Miquelon
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
S. Georgia & S. Sandwich Isls.
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten (Dutch)
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan, Province of China
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United Republic of Tanzania
Uruguay
USA Minor Outlying Islands
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Viet Nam
Virgin Islands (British)
Virgin Islands (USA)
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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                        2024 The British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (BC SPCA). Privacy Policy

                    Our mission is to protect and enhance the quality of life for domestic, farm and wild animals in BC. BC SPCA is a registered charity, tax # BN 11881 9036 RR0001

                    The BC SPCA respectfully acknowledges that we live, work and play on the unceded traditional territories of the numerous and diverse First Nations within British Columbia. We express our gratitude to all Indigenous communities - First Nations, Métis and Inuit for stewarding and sharing this land.
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					UPDATE: more than 150 cats taken into BC SPCA care as Houston rescue continues
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