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BC SPCA Programs and Services
	Pet Food Bank Program

	Pet food and supplies are available at BC SPCA Community Animal Centres, and through community partners.
	Call the BC SPCA Animal Helpline at 1-855-622-7722 to find out about pet food bank options in your community


	In Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, Charlie’s Pet Food Bank provides pet food and supplies.
	Location: 543 Powell Street
Every Tuesday, 11 am to 1 pm


	Community Spay & Neuter Program

	The BC SPCA’s low income spay/neuter program may provide financial support to help pay for the cost of a spay or neuter surgery, a BC Pet Registry microchip and a set of vaccinations.
	Program information and application form available at: https://spca.bc.ca/community-spay-neuter-program/


	Temporary Compassionate Boarding

	BC SPCA Community Animal Centres may be able to provide short-term care for pets whose guardians are experiencing an emergency (e.g., unexpected hospitalization, floods or fires). Boarding capacity depends on the number of other animals currently in care.

	Call the BC SPCA Animal Helpline at 1-855-622-7722 to ask about availability in your community

	Safekeepers Program

	[bookmark: _Int_ZBvFqoTz]The BC SPCA’s Safekeepers program provides up to 6 months of care with a specially trained foster family for the pets of those fleeing interpersonal violence. Safekeepers is currently available in the Lower Mainland and Vernon.

	Call the BC SPCA Animal Helpline at 1-855-622-7722 or email safekeepers@spca.bc.ca for more information or to request assistance

	AnimalKind-Accredited Dog Trainers

	Dog training is unregulated in B.C., which means anyone can call themselves a dog trainer regardless of their education or methods. AnimalKind-accredited dog trainers follow the BC SPCA’s evidence-based standards and use only reward-based (not punishment-based) training methods.

	Learn more about reward-based training and find a list of accredited AnimalKind trainers at: https://animalkind.ca/dog-training-and-care-services/humane-dog-training/





Other Programs and Services
	Pet Food Banks

	Humane Canada’s National Pet Food Bank Map provides information on pet food assistance programs across Canada.

	https://humanecanada.ca/en/nationalpetfoodbank

	Veterinary Care and/or Funding

	Community Veterinary Outreach provides preventative veterinary care for animals of those who are experiencing homelessness or are vulnerably housed, alongside human health services. CVO currently serves Vancouver and Kelowna.

	https://www.vetoutreach.org/get-help

	Vets for Pets offers free preventative veterinary care to the pets of low-income, unhoused and vulnerably housed individuals in the Victoria area.

	https://www.vetsforpets.ca/

	Paws for Hope’s Better Together program provides emotional and financial support to people caring for their pets. Supports include veterinary care, pet food and supplies, municipal pet licensing and supporting people through pet end-of-life decisions and grief.

	https://www.pawsforhope.org/what-we-do/better-together/

	The Vancouver Humane Society’s McVitie Veterinary Assistance Program assists low-income individuals by providing funding to treat pets with emergency health issues.

	https://vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/vet-assist/

	The Okanagan Humane Society’s Pet Assistance Program provides support for pets belonging to people facing financial barriers to ensure animals receive basic veterinary care.

	https://okanaganhumanesociety.com/pet-assistance/

	The Langley Animal Protection Society’s Major’s Legacy Fund provides one-time financial assistance for the pets of Langley residents who are low-income or experiencing homelessness.

	https://www.lapsbc.ca/vet-care/

	Balfour’s Friends Foundation provides financial aid for low-income pet owners in Greater Victoria, to help their sick and injured pets receive essential veterinary care and stay together with their families.

	https://balfoursfriends.com/

	The Itty Bitty Kitty Committee provides low-cost spay/neuter and financial assistance for spay/neuter surgeries for low-income residents of Victoria. 

	https://ibkc.ca/


	Mission: Pawsible operates a non-profit mobile vet clinic to make veterinary services more accessible to rural, remote and Indigenous communities in B.C.

	https://www.missionpawsiblevetclinic.com/




*This is not an exhaustive list of all supports and services available throughout B.C., and programs may change over time. We recommend researching programs and exploring potential partnerships with local veterinary clinics and animal welfare or rescue organizations to find out what support is available in your community.
