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> Programs & Services> Leaders in our field> BC SPCA position statements> Position Statement on Wild and Exotic Animals in Zoos, Aquariums and Other Permanent CaptivityPosition Statement on Wild and Exotic Animals in Zoos, Aquariums and Other Permanent Captivity


	
	
		The BC SPCA is opposed to the permanent confinement of wild and exotic animals unless it can be demonstrated that the Five Freedoms can be met in the captive environment. While individuals and organizations should ultimately phase out collections of these animals, in the interim, they must strive to meet the Five Freedoms at all life stages, both on and off exhibit, by employing management practices and species-specific enclosures that meet the physiological, emotional and behavioural needs of the animals.

Approved by the Board of Directors – October 2014

(replaces previous version, October 2004)

Background

A variety of individuals and organizations keep wild and exotic animals in permanent captivity, such as zoos, aquariums, wildlife rehabilitation facilities, research institutions, sanctuaries, businesses, private collectors and falconers. However, full provision of the Five Freedoms is not possible for most wild and exotic animals, whether wild-caught, captive-bred or rescued and deemed non-releasable, due to their complex social, physiological and behavioural needs. Existing evidence suggests, for instance, that the welfare of captive animals with large home ranges (e.g., bears, felids, elephants) and high cognitive abilities (e.g., great apes, cetaceans) is severely compromised. Thus, where the Five Freedoms are unattainable, these animals should not be kept in permanent captivity. (See the Marine Mammal Welfare position statement for a more specific discussion of marine mammals in captivity.)

Accreditation by industry or membership associations and/or possession of government permits for restricted animals are often a means of distinguishing between roadside attractions and more legitimate facilities; however, this is no guarantee that the welfare of the animals in captivity is adequate.

Frequently, conservation, education and research are cited as justification for keeping wild and exotic animals in permanent captivity. Human activities intentionally and unintentionally impact free-living wildlife across the globe. The BC SPCA therefore believes that we must strive to protect species through conservation and preservation practices. While conservation is a commonly espoused mandate among zoos and aquariums, breeding wild animals in captivity for eventual release to augment species populations (ex situ conservation) is dependent upon highly sophisticated recovery strategies that can, at times, jeopardize the welfare of the individual involved. Thus, in addition to preserving and restoring habitats to support reintroduced populations, such programs should ensure a balance of good welfare of the reintroduced animals with the intended conservation purpose. Where an organization has a mandate of conservation, the BC SPCA believes that it should provide significant support, either financial or personnel, to legitimate in situ (in the field) conservation programs with a history of demonstrated success.

Given the considerable impact humans have on free-living wildlife, the BC SPCA recognizes the importance of communicating to the public the issue of biodiversity decline. Although many zoos and aquariums claim to educate visitors about environmental and animal issues, the Society believes that observing wild animals outside of their natural habitat provides little educational benefit. At present, there is scant evidence to suggest that visitors retain the information long-term and, more importantly, that visitors are compelled to change their behaviour in light of what they have learned (e.g., to donate to conservation causes). Instead, the BC SPCA supports the viewing of wild animals in their natural habitat under safe, controlled conditions. Such experiences, particularly when guided by a skilled environmental educator, can aid the public in developing a better understanding and appreciation of the wildlife where they live. When viewing animals in the wild, care should be taken to minimize habitat disturbance, as well as direct interference with the animals’ natural behaviour.

As biodiversity is lost at an accelerating pace, the BC SPCA acknowledges the potential significance of research on captive wild animals to inform field conservation projects. However, much of the research currently conducted by zoos and aquariums is focused on animal husbandry rather than conservation of animals in the wild. While the BC SPCA recognizes that such research can improve the welfare of captive wild animals, non-invasive and non-lethal research that directly benefits the species as a whole is preferable. Therefore, the conservation value and scientific necessity of proposed research projects should be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Background Updated – October 2014

Definitions

Five Freedoms: A concept first developed in 1965 by The Brambell Committee, formed by the UK government to examine the conditions on commercial farms. Now internationally recognized, the Five Freedoms are considered applicable to all animals.

The BC SPCA’s Five Freedoms (adapted from the original list) are:

	Freedom from hunger and thirst;
	Freedom from pain, injury and disease;
	Freedom from distress;
	Freedom from discomfort;
	Freedom to express behaviours that promote well-being.


The BC SPCA’s Five Freedoms form the basis of the Society’s Charter and describe conditions that must be fulfilled in order to prevent the suffering of all animals in human care. The Society acknowledges that these freedoms are not enforceable and that absolute provision of these freedoms may not be possible, but strongly encourages all animal guardians to strive to provide them.

Exotic animals: Species that are non-domesticated, non-indigenous wild animals, whether captured from the wild or captive-bred.

Wild animals: Species that have not been domesticated. Wild animals have evolved in complex ecosystems resulting in mutual interdependencies with other animals and the surrounding environment. Wild animals may be exotic or indigenous, and wild-born or captive-bred.
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AB - Alberta
BC - British Columbia
MB - Manitoba
NB - New Brunswick
NL - Newfoundland and Labrador
NS - Nova Scotia
NT - Northwest Territories
NU - Nunavut
ON - Ontario
PE - Prince Edward Island
QC - Quebec
SK - Saskatchewan
YT - Yukon
AK - Alaska
AL - Alabama
AR - Arkansas
AZ - Arizona
CA - California
CO - Colorado
CT - Connecticut
DC - District of Columbia
DE - Delaware
FL - Florida
GA - Georgia
HI - Hawaii
IA - Iowa
ID - Idaho
IL - Illinois
IN - Indiana
KS - Kansas
KY - Kentucky
LA - Louisiana
MA - Massachusetts
MD - Maryland
ME - Maine
MI - Michigan
MN - Minnesota
MO - Missouri
MS - Mississippi
MT - Montana
NC - North Carolina
ND - North Dakota
NE - Nebraska
NH - New Hampshire
NJ - New Jersey
NM - New Mexico
NV - Nevada
NY - New York
OH - Ohio
OK - Oklahoma
OR - Oregon
PA - Pennsylvania
RI - Rhode Island
SC - South Carolina
SD - South Dakota
TN - Tennessee
TX - Texas
UT - Utah
VA - Virginia
VT - Vermont
WA - Washington
WI - Wisconsin
WV - West Virginia
WY - Wyoming
AS - American Samoa
FM - Federated States of Micronesia
GU - Guam
MH - Marshall Islands
MP - Northern Mariana Islands
PR - Puerto Rico
PW - Palau
VI - Virgin Islands
AA - Armed Forces Americas
AE - Armed Forces
AP - Armed Forces Pacific
None
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                                                            Select Country
Canada
United States
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Bonaire, Sint Eustatios and Saba
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Curacao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Federated States of Micronesia
Fiji
Finland
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Holy See (Vatican City State)
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Ireland
Islamic Republic of Iran
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Plurinational State of Bolivia
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Republic of Moldova
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Barthelemy
Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Martin (French)
Saint Pierre and Miquelon
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
S. Georgia & S. Sandwich Isls.
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten (Dutch)
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan, Province of China
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United Republic of Tanzania
Uruguay
USA Minor Outlying Islands
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Viet Nam
Virgin Islands (British)
Virgin Islands (USA)
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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                        2024 The British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (BC SPCA). Privacy Policy

                    Our mission is to protect and enhance the quality of life for domestic, farm and wild animals in BC. BC SPCA is a registered charity, tax # BN 11881 9036 RR0001

                    The BC SPCA respectfully acknowledges that we live, work and play on the unceded traditional territories of the numerous and diverse First Nations within British Columbia. We express our gratitude to all Indigenous communities - First Nations, Métis and Inuit for stewarding and sharing this land.
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